— — 


dannet rely u man, nor epend 
— and ‘churitabl 


7 er- 
as a matter Of faith and 
on the part of »believers. 
‘from being tinged with 


LATPER-DAY SAINTS 
“ The earth, also ts defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have : 
transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlastiny covenant.” 7 
1%, Vol: One Penny 
MORMON: QUESTION,” | 
From the Deseret News.) 
we 
Narch 10, 186 | While we may — this 
We can afford to exercise true Ouris · | fact, our enemies surely have nothing 
tian charity towards the ‘world, for to be proud of nor we anything to . | 
“ia God we trust and this is not to | fear. 
tho while, bat which generally 
been discredited, is now becoming 
| patent to alt the world. That is, it +s 8 
found wonti ‘as um- against us is no genuine struggle for 
mera morning, and without faltering, | morality nor for freedom and Liberty, 
— —-— 1 — as was the struggle against slavery. 
placed all upon the altar of sacrifice, Plural marriage, à8 practiced’ by the 
we en afford to await the issue; trust - Latter-day Saints, is not slavery, nor 
ee “though ’he should id slay bas it the remotest resemblance in 
u! PpPpPprineiple or fact to slavery, nor to the 
‘Mormon seems to be that | any kindred ovil;' quite ‘the reverse. 
te dislodge’ us, they | single element of coereion: or slavery, | 
that we view ives abeolutely antipodal 


is under any constraint to become a 
“Mormon,” nor to remain one after 
becoming so, except the constraint of 
belief or conscience, which is beyond 
the domain of Jaw or physical force; 
nor is any one compelled to enter into 
the practice of plural marriage after 
joining the Church. Whoever does 


80, does it upon conviction of its right- 
fulness and upon his own untrammel- 
ed volition. Not only would it be im- 


possible to compel obedience to this 
principle of 3 as any one 


can see with half an eye, but it is con- 
trary to the genius of the Gospel to 
enforce obedience to any principle 
thereof, It is lawful and proper to 
persuade men to see the truth and to 

embrace it. This was the mission of 
Christ and His Apostles. But after 
all, so far as obedience thereto is con- 
cerned on the — of mankind, it is 
all free will and all free grace.“ 

In view of this fact, then, what re- 
semblance does plural marriage bear 
to slavery—to which it is claimed it 
bears the relation of “twin relic?” 
Whose rights does it interfere with? 
Whose liberties are abridged? 
is oppressed? Who is in bondage! 
What servitude is there about a con- 
dition voluntarily chosen by the par- 
ties concerned, and preferred by them 
to any other condition? It is useless 
to — — — so because the * 
tion of plural marriage is supposed to 
be unnatural. The facts exist. There 
is not one in a thousand in the Church 
who are practicing plural marriage 
that would exchange their condition 
for any other. As an evidence of this 
fact, the utmost latitude is allowed 
and the easiest pose opportunities 
offered by the Federal authorities in 

tah, absolute power being in their 
hands, to women in plural marriage 
to step out of it, their former hus- 
bands b ing considered morally bound 
to maintain them and their children 
after. separation until the women 
marry again, if they marry at all, All 
the power.of the Federal courts, and 
all the influence of our enemies, are 

30 brought to bear to accomplish 
this end, and exerted, to the preven- 
tion of entering into that relation, 
To compare plural marriage with 
the Hindoo practice of suttee, or burn- 
ing widows upon the funeral piles of 


Who of 
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their husbands, or to the casting of 
infants into the or to the 
idolatrous sacrifice of human life un- 
der the wheels of the car of Jugger- 
naut, or to thuggism, or to the smaller 
crimes of “ counterfeiting” or. “ forg- 
ery,” is the most absurd and contempt- 
Anti- Mormon” bigots 
and fanatics may use such compari- 
sons, but certainly no rational person, 
on reflection for one moment, would 
admit any such comparison to be con- 
sistent. 

On the one hand all these things 
are destructive of life, contrary to na- 
tural rights, to the enjoyment of “life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, 
and therefore injurious to the welfare 
of society and of humanitʒ. 

“ Mormon” plural iage 
life, is the source of happiness to 
thousands, and is injurious to none. 
It affords liberty to many a woman 
to get the husband of her choice, who 
would otherwise be compelled to marry 
a man not of her choice, or remain in 
celibacy, or do worse—perhaps sink 
into degradation ‘and ruin, the victim 
f some man’s brutal lust. “ Mormon” 
marriage provides homes for women 
and children, and makes men respon- 
sible for their conduct towards the 
female sex and towards their children. 
The taking of human life is a crime 
per se, Plural marriage may be pro- 
nounced a crime by legislative enact- 
ment, but all the Congresses ia the 
world cannot legislate into it, nor into 
the practice of it under divine com- 
mand, a single element of crime. 

“Mormon” plural marriage is not 

, nor polygamy, as defined by 

Webster, or as generally understood 
in the world, and defined by law. 
Bigamy consists of marriage by a 
man or woman, who 18 1 mar- 
ried and undi voroed, to either a man 
or woman, other than the legal hus- 
band or wife, and that without the 
knowledge or consent of the non-con- 
tracting husband or wife, or the per- 
son entering into the triple relation. 
Thus the married man; or woman en - 
tering into bigamy, does so clandes- 
tinely; 80 far as the other partner, is 


| Concerned, and at the same time de- 


ceives the third party.. Here are fraud, 


ments of crime which we, abhor and 


2 
bid 
“ 
— 
; 
E. 
| 
| 
. 
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detest, and think sh — — ente 
Va: ‘not: jeve in 


ements enter into polyganiy or dig 
amy, we do not believe prem nor 
do we practice them. We believe in 
and practice palygyny, or Bible plural 
marringe, as by Abraham, 
„ David, Elkanah, Gideon 
and the ancient Patriarchs, worthies 
and people of God, under the sanction, 
approve and blesaing of the Almighty. 
Ia: “Mormon? plural marriage: no 
one is deceived; all the parties con- 
cerned are acquainted with the facts, 
and consent thereto. The rule has 
been forthe first wife to be present 
and witness the ceremony of: the se- 
cond! marriage of her husband, she 
consent as did 
achel and Leah of old. No one is 
defrauded or wronged; no one is in- 


no on 
jured, as they believe, but all feel | I 


ighteous anc given um an 
blessing to all 9 o the 


wife enters into the marriage relation 
with her husband, believing in and 
endorsing all the conditions of this 
marriage covenant, which embraces 
the feature of plural marriage. Be- 
sides and a from this order of 
marriage, which is a sacrament of the 
Church, a religious ordinance, there 
exists throughout the community the 
righ’ and 2 of marriage as a 
civil contract, which marriage may 
be performed by a justice of the peace, 
judge, or any legal officer. Both forms. 
of marriage are open to members of 
the Church, und so far as they are 
concerned at their option. Still. 
while marriage as a legal contract is 
accessibie to all, marriage by the rites 
of the Church is accessible only to 
members of the Church in good staud- 
ing therein. Indeed, marriage by 
Church rites. is a privilege denied to 
all except members, and many of 
them are not allowed the — — 
because of doubtful charueter or un- 
worthy standing and membership. 

The holy Seriptures are the staudard 
of morality; u and fellowship in 
the Chutes. Only thuse who are con- 
sidered in full féllowsbip, having un- 
impeachable moral character, 
pused to be persons of pare, upright t 


and honorable lives; free from moral 
leprosy or taint of sexual crimes and 
damning corruptions to be trans- 
mitted to posterity, are considered 
really ‘worthy to enter into the holy 
relationships and assume the ‘sacre 

responsibilities’ of maintaining plural 
families. There are far too man men 
in the world who are not worthy of 
one wife, much less the high — * 
of raising families. I scarcely need 
mention the drunkard, the libertine, 
the gambler and a host of similar 


characters, or the incompetent, the 


imbecile, the low and brutal natures 
who are not capable of rising above 
the. conception of physical 1 or 
CLE 

Our Gospel net having gathered of 
nearly all kinds, and it being unwise 
to pluck up the tares from the midst 
of the wheat until the day of harvest, 
am sorry to say that there are some 
who claim membership in the Church 


who are not worthy of the blessings 


thereof. But these must repent and 


marriage rites of the Church, the first purify themselves, or be purged out 


when their time shall come. ! 
Nor was this practice born of let, 
as many suppose. A moment's re- 
flection, it would seem, ought to suffice 
to correct this error. Men can gene- 
rally gratify this passion as they do 
their appetite for tobacco or liquor, 
by purchasing the object of their de- 
sire for a simple money consideration. 
They simply what they want, and 
if honest in their deal, pay for it, 
taking care not to purchase more than 
their lust requires, if they can avoid 
it. Plural marriage involves all the 
obligations, duties, labors and respon- 
sibilities and expenses of maintaining 
large families, It is absurd to sup- 
pose that men would assume all these 
consequences, simply to gratify lust, 
when that base passion may be in- 
— to riotous excess for the mere 
outlay of a few paltry dollars and 
Men who are seeking for the gra 
fication of lust, the way the — 9 
goes now, do not generally seek te 
preserve the honor and chastity a 
good names of their victims, nor- 
acknowledge. and provide fort 
offspring. They do not attemp- 
provide them homes, bestow upon 
them their names, make them to feel 


* 
é 
* 
* 
‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


thes they are honored as wives and 
1 having claim upon their 


pa eotions, 


Tree ar are 2 the practices of lust. 
the contrary. they are too expen- 


civilized 


too — for the thing giined. 
would be “paying too dear for — 
whistle, at this figure, all other things 
being agreeable; but when to this is 
added the popular fury, prejudice 
2 hatred to — met with in opposi- 
to this tice throughout the 
„while, as before said, 
to gratify just requires no sacrifice, 
no responsibility, uo effort, and com- 
tively no 332 the absurdity. ri 
not the idiocy, of such a 4 
tion stands out in bold relief. What- 
everelse may be said in relation to 
clea in of this principle, it is very 


t lust is neither its father nor 


„ believe. that. we have 

— received any revelation from God 

plural marriage. But do 

they know that we have not? 

ill the negative belief of millions of 

woah who simply do not believe, but 
haye no koowledge on — subjec 
weigh in the scales against the ac 

of two or three witnesses? 

Witnesses by the thousands can be 

uced who will testify that God 

given a Revelation enjoining plu- 

ral marriage upon the faithful mem. 

bers.of the Church, And I defy all 

the world to impeach their testimony. 

witnesses may be called 4 fan. 

12 deluded mig deceivers,” “ false 

5 te,” — or such epithets are 

e stronges ments of our foes, 

— — — id down by Christ 

they can demonstrate the 


— of their testimonies beyond the 


pane of man to disprove it. This is 


believe, but we know that plural 
lage first came to us through 
oh Smith the marty 
Young receiv 
ugh:God may have p his 
5 beforehand to es it, and 80 
id to scores of others, some of r 
hom are still uring and still bearing 
testimony to the truth. 
pon — pon the sons of the Pro- 
phet may quibble, but they do so in 


children, 
——— d fath f 
— athers for support, Eline I 


ie from | 


able, intelli 

whose — i is Salt — — 
borne their testintony to the world as 
the wives. of the martyr, and. 


still living to be interrogated. It 
“the Book of Mormon forbade 


the kind; but: there is nothing in the 
— of Mormon enjoi the — 


— he has done through | 

Prop Tan Joseph Smith ia this latter 
On thie: subject the 
— says: For if 1 will, saith: 
Lord of Hoste, ratee up:seed wnto me, 
I will: command my people,” ete. 
(Book of Mormon, p 133, par. 80. 
It is believed by many 
plural marriage is the cause of 


ecuti and if — 
hat — no cause to f = | 


grinding character, — the 
of every vestige of local self. govoru - 
ment. And it works by falsehood, 
fraud, trickery, usurpation and tyr- 
anny, — its dattle cry against 
4 ⁰ ygamy i is created to deceive, ‘and 
repeated and echoed to mislead. 


is simply a ruse de guerre to hide the 
— and outrageous 
* of the whole infamous plot.“ 

he Edmunds law of 82 — the 


the devil is mad at us. We not do 


a man may be i 
1,095: years and fined: — and 
costs! Never was there a 
right on 
— is — 
— day Non · 
who are guilty ‘of the 
grossest and most infamous vidlations 


sary, tor under it now, by. the 
courts, 
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the face of the fact. They have no 
argument, The names uf E 
Smith, Emily D. H Sith, 
lurai Marriage to (he aucieny 
38, and enjoined monogamy. There 
a reason given for it, and it is the 
ral marriage alone, hor in the interests 
of | nite the reverse: It 
ally covered the question of polyg- 
amy, 80 far as human enactments can 
it, ‘The death penalty ‘might: be 
ulin, 


of law and decency, including U. S 
custody of subordinate courts 
0 w of 


the 
n habeas corpus, while witnesses. 
their lecherous crimes are tried for 
conspiracy,” convicted and 
by excessive pains and penalties, be- 
Mormons,” 


munds monstrosity, 


ing our 


us of our 
utterly destroy - 


Church property aad — 


Territorial government 

the organization of the Church 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Josxrn F. 


6 
“ithe now 


ON SACRED SOIL. 


—0 


: Jerusalem, April 1, 1886. 
President D. H. Wells. 
Dear Brother,—We took the train 
March 29th, from. Cairo to 1 
— through the aneient land 
en. rding to some the 
Israelites must have taken a route 
near that selected for the railroad, 
probably a little south. If the coun- 
try was then anything like it is now 
they naturally kept on the north of 
the desert line, where they could find 
water and food for their animals. 
From the lay of the country it would 
seem quite likely that they took an 
eastward course to near where the 
Sues canal is constru and thence 
south to the Red Sea. We reached 
Port Said the following day, and 
learned that the ship we 
to take for Jaffa would not be 
April 3rd. While regretting the 
= we found ourselves in, we 
earned that the Russian steamer had 
been delayed a day, and was just 
about to leave for Jaffa. 
official is one of the slowest and most 


e 
thore till 


3 of mortals, und it makes no 


ifference how many rooms you run 
into, nor how excited you get, if you 
stub your tee or fall down he takes 
the world easy, and on with his 
meditations. After blustering about, 
saying hard things to different ones, 
(o . got in their language) we 
reached the 2 as the 22 
was driving off Arab boat boys. 
‘There was à load of Russian pilgrims 
aboard, crossing themselves every few 
minutes, dropping down on their 
Enees tum over on to their 
faces as if in the depths of devotion. 
At duybreak the scriptural Joppa was 
in sight... We found our way on deck 
early, and were as meditative as a Turk 


A Turkish 


— ä — 


the old Arab a piaster, (a 


roud runs probably near the bou 


among the pilgrims who were falling 
on their knees all about us, and going 
through their ceremonies, The oat 
man had not rowed us to shore before 
we began to ask where s house 
stood. We were shown near the seas 
shore a small house arranged for use 
as a mosque, which, according to the 
Mohammedan tradition occupies the 
place of the house where the messen- 

rs from Cornelius found Peter. The 

man Catholics A hospital 
stands — spot. 0 
seems to have a great respect for the 
early Saints ; but of course Moham- 
med is to them the centre of the con- 
stellation of all prophets. On our 
way out of Jaffa we fields (f 
orange trees loaded with ripe oranges. 


ted | Alongside the way Arabs sat wih 


great piles of oranges about them to 
sell to travelers. The dragoman 
jumped out of the * handed 
ut 4 cents) 

and spread his large bandanna hand- 
kerchief upon the ground when the 
old man began to pile on the deli- 
cious fruit, nearly a peck in quantity. 
he dragoman began to complain to 
the orangeman because he did not 
pile on more. We felt that we had 
already got more than our moneys 
worth, (a feeling that doesn’t often 
come over us) and called our man 
away. We were told that oranges were 


much cheaper in Jaffa than Jerusalem, 


so we took an extra supply along, but 
the quality was such that they did not 
seep: even till we got there. From 
Jaffa to the mountains of Juden, the 


line between the tribes of Dan 
Ephraim. Among the most intereatin 
sights along the way to Jerusalem 
the grave of the penitent thief who 
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now pending in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, is not aimed at “ plural 
marr but | 
of 


262 


‘was crucified with the Savior, and the 
valley where it is said the contest took 
place between David and Goliath, 

he thief has come to be considered 
u great saint, and pilgrims kneel be- 
fore his grave; but just what his 
number is in the constellation of 
idolatrous Christian gods it is hard to 
say. Over the valley which lies be- 
tween the Mediterranean and the 
mountains of Judea, the journey was 
very pleasant, and the scene at sunset 
was indescribably — We lodged 
for some hours at the pilgrims' house. 
near the foot of the mountains, and 
continued our journey a little after 
midnight. The place is not noted ex- 


cept it might be from the various 


nationalities of fleas which here inter- 
breed, and form one of the most rapa- 
cious species it has ever been my 
misfortune to become acquainted 
with. From here the road wends its 
way over hills, through small valleys 
around hill sides, in all directions, 
until just at sunrise we mounted the 
hill from which the first glimpse can 
be had of that sacred old city whose 
profane history stands foremost in all 
the world in all that pertains to the 
rise of that civilization which we love 
‘to call Christian, and whose sacred 
history infidels have in vain sought 
‘to unravel into shreds of purely hu- 
man fabrication, and religionists de- 
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light to call the history of man and 
his Creator. Weare notin a hurry to 
enter, we prefer to loiter along, watch 
the caravans of camels as they come 
and go, look at the Arab girl with her 
jug of water, notice the zealous Jew 
with his hair cut short behind and on 
top, and with long curls 2 down 
before his ears. These, the Turk, 
the pilgrim and various animals are 
all making their way into the city. 
Shall we enter at once, we ask our- 
selves, or shall we wait, banish from 
our minds the babel of the present 
and turn our thoughts to memories o 
the past,—a past so remarkable that 
it has drawn our wandering footsteps 
hither. With the jostling crowd 
behind, and the Jaffa gate before 
us, we push our ts 6 among dogs, 
donkeys, camels, and nearly every 
species of human beings under the 
sun into the city of David, and ex- 
claim: So this wretched place is the 
city of Jerusalem! But we have just 
entered, there are other parts to be 
seen, and the surrounding country to 
be visited. I was not disappointed, 
and yet my imagination had not 
painted well. From a hundred points 
without and within the city is still to 
be viewed—after all tf is Jerusalem. 
Best regards from brother Lyman. 


Vour brother in the Gospel, 
J. M. TAx NIX. 


INFLUENCES OF THE GOSPEL 


Tae Gospel of Jesus Christ is always 
accompanied by a convincing power 
that is totally foreign to all its coun- 
terfeits. When it is borne to us by a 
divinely authorized servant of 

who is blessed by the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost, there is a power and 
influence with it that is felt by all to 
whom comes the and 
inspiring message, “ Repent an 
darf for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.“ One reason for this is it 
coincides 80 precisely with the sayings 
of our Savior and His Apostles, as 
recorded by the inspired writers of 
That dispensation. And then there is 
about it such a consistency and per- 
fect order, and such an entire absence 
of confusion in its principles and pur- 


poses, all of which qualities are readily 
admitted by the unprejudiced and 
honest enquirer. There certainly are 
many varied experiences in our con- 
versions to the truth, but all tend to 
power of the 
etern pel. in some instances 
the Elder visits us at our homes and 
in his genial and fatherly manner un- 
folds to our vision those sacred and 
holy ordinances which are caleulated 
to lead us into the presence of God. 
His frank and honest countenance 
gains our love and attention. How 
true is his every word and how logical 
his arguments, how beautifally he 
applies causes to effects. The light 
seems to pierce our hearts and stamp 
those glorious principles upon our 


a 
— 
— 
y 
| 
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minds How perfectly he connects 


every principle and ordinance; first 


teaching us the necessity of faith, 
inting out the power and effect of a 
iving faith and the disappointment 
and misery attending the mere belief 
or dead faith. Thus the former leads 
us to repentance and the latter would 
leave us in sin. All of this is so 
clear and conprehensive that we find 
no argument against it, neither do we. 
desire to. Then we examine the prin- 
ciple of 1 * which means, turn 
again. He shews us that there are 
two kinds; a godly and worldly re- 
pentauce, but only one is acceptable to 
the Lord, that which is not to be 
repented of again, for worldly repent- 
ance worketh death; so that in turnin 
from our sins we forsake them an 
resolve that, with the help of the 
Lord, we will henceforth sin no more. 
This, like the live faith, we can do no 
other than accept. 


e then invites us to have our sins | 
remitted or forgiven, and that, too, by . 


being immersed or baptized in water, 
and he very soon makes clear to our 
understanding by Scriptural quota- 
tions that it is the only way by which 
we can obtain their remission and 


saved. 

And lo! what joy; the Holy Ghost 
is promised with its gifts and blessings, 
as enjoyed by the Saints anciently, 
with its guidance into all righteous- 
ness, its strength to support and help 
us to overcome this world’s corruption 
and temptation, and finally to exalt 
us in the celestial kingdom of our 
God. This, of course, is happy exper- 
persed to those who are seeking after 
2 t 4 é 

But what of the dishonest and 
selfish, the lover of. iniquity and 
abomination? He will not openly 


confess the truth; he will find some 
excuse for ridiculing it. But if you 
could read the innermost recesses of 
his heart, as doth the Spirit of God, 
ou would then see him most unhappy, 
nowing as he does the error of his 


ways and their fearful consequences, 


and yet devoid of the moral courage 
to sacrifice the pleasures of sin. : 
Others hear the glad tidings of 
great joy upon the street or are led 
to visit a meeting place of the ae, 
where they listen to the voice o 
inspiration, and if they be honest in 
heart, to them the speaker’s counten- 
ance appears radiant with the light of 
the spirit, and they are led to exclaim 
“truly this man is of God, for in him 
is the power of God made manifest.” 


| And then they feel to thank the Lord for 


guiding their footsteps in such direc- 


tion. 

Under the hands of the Elders we 
are confirmed members of the Church 
and fold of Christ and are promised 
the Holy Ghost, and what power and 
strength it brings us, and how much 
it is needed, for no sooner do we obey 
these ordinances than the hosts of 
hell are arrayed against us. But what 


be | care we? We can 1 our hearts in 


supplication to the Lord, Who fulfills 
His and us as 
our day. e pass ugh the trying 
ordeal and prove before God that 
our motive is pure and our i 


Thus wetakeconsolation in knowing 
that we are in the way of righteous- 
ness, and that this Kingdom will never 
be thrown down nor given to another 
people, but will grow and increase till 


ultimately it shall fill the whole earth — 


with a knowledge of God, as the 


waters cover the mighty deep. | 
A. E. BucKWwELt. 


‘Young and old, rich and poor, learned and ignorant, have duties each to each; and 


no man and no class can give happiness worthy the name by living to himself or to 


Duc the long run it will be found that it is early, thorough, and persistent 
discipline that tells. Now and then genius, aided by extraordinarily favorable condi- 
tions, blages forth into some kind of temporary success and notoriety. But the posses- 
vors of such fame, are almoat certain to settle back eventually to their merited place of 


* 


é 


mediocrity, No man can truly be said to be great when his fame rests upon an accident 
or upon ‘single achievement, It is the slowly but well built tower of work and char. 


‘ote, reared piece by piece daring « whole that forms the enduring 


— 
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MONDAY, APRIL 26, 1886. 


** 


*“MORMONS” AND “MORMONISM.” 
Wr are often surprised at the ignorance manifested by otherwise well in- 
formed people, in relation to the Latter-day Saints. This ignorance extends 
to our very name. We meet a great many who are entirely unacquainted 
with us by our true name, and the terms “ Mormon” and “ Mormonism” have 
to be used to reach their understanding. Our experience in this respect is 
very similar to that of former-day Saints. The name by which the early 
believers in the Savior desired to be known, and by which they addressed 
each other and spoke of themselves, was that of Sainte, as can be easily 
learned by reference tothe New Testament. But the opposition to them was 
so strong that they were not allowed to enjoy their proper name, and as the 
very name of Christ became one of reproach, through what was considered 
the presumptuous and blasphemous claims of Him who had been put to an 
ignominious death for daring to assume it, the term Christian was applied 
to His followers as the one above all others that would best express the contempt 
and hatred of the world to the unpopular sect. We read it was first given | to 
them at Antioch, and soon became general. 


In the early history of this Church the principal thing that called attention 


to Joseph Smith was his claim that he had received revelations from heaven, 
by which he had learned of the existence, and obtained temporary possession 
of certain plates, on which were engraven the history of the ancient inhabi- 
tants of America, who were a branch of the house of Israel. These plates 
also contained many precious principles pertaining to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and the unsealed portions of the plates were translated by Joseph 
Smith, by the gift and power of God, and published to the world under the 


title of the “ Book of Mormon.” 


Qur readers well know how the world generally have reosired this declare- 
tion. Without inquiring into the truth or falsity of it, they have abendad 


to Jeseph Smith and these who received his testimony, the same treatment 


always received by the servants and Saints of God. The name Lattemday 


Saints was given by revelation to distinguish us from the fermerday 
d to recognize @ followers of Jesus e name o ts, deen 
celled them Chris 


under the same influences use the term “Mormons” as gt vy 
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all: those thi: Book of Mormon to be diving: 
general term “ Mormonism” is given to that which we know to be the restored 
Gowpel:of Jesus Christ. This has also led. to the use of the phrase “ The 
Mormon Question,” a very common term, used to express the same idea 
which doubtless ‘agitated mankind eighteen hundred years ago under the 
name of The Christian Question.” 

Joseph F. Smith, one of the First Presidency of the Church. It treats very 
fully upon the principle of plural marriage, which is usually considered an 
important part of the “ Mormon Question,” and through which much preju- 
dice is entertained towards the Latter-day Saints, it being made the. pretext 
for the persecution with which we are now assailed in America. Inasmuch, 
however, as great curiosity is felt in relation to this principle, President 
Smith's views will be read with great interest, not only by the Saints, but by 
those not of our faith, and we hope that efforts will be made by those to 
whom this number of the Stax will come, to extend the circle of its readers 
as much as possible, that the interesting and authoritative sentiments of 
President Smith may have a wide circulation, and do something towards 
lessening the profound i ignorance which exists with regard to all things per- 
taining to the Mormons” and Mormonism.” | G. O. 


Annivars anp Appointments. — Elders David Williams and George 
Taylor arrived in Liverpool on Sunday, the 18th inst., the former by the S.. 
Baltic, and the latter by the S. S. Wisconsin. Elder Williams was assigned 
to the Welsh Conference, and Elder Taylor to the Birmingham Conference. 


Rgixases,++Presidents Moroni L. Pratt of the Nottingham Conference, and 
Ricy H. Jones of the Welsh Conference; also Elders. William C. B. Orrock 
of the Manchester Conference, Reuben S. Collett of the Sheffield Conference, 
Isaae C. Gadd of the Liverpool Conference, and Joshua Brown of the Bristol 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPON DEN CE. 


— 


Tas. ‘Freer Coltrane: Biter E. Wooley, the company, 
thus writes to'us, on the 17th inst: 

„President Wells, after organizing’ thi company: on bound of the ne at 
Liverpool, in a few remarks instructed the Saints in relation to their duties 
and gonoluded by praying the Giver of all good to grant us a speedy and 
a ns voyage. Then came the oft repeated, but ever tauching, good - bye 
and God. bless you,’ and soon after we waved our adieu to our warm-hearted 
frignds in old England, Agreeable to the instructions received from Pregi- 
dent Wells we divided the company’s quarters into Wards, and appointed 
to after * members of each ward and 
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Good Spirits and, Judging Hy the quantity and | 
of the singing of the Saints, they are enjoying themselves, The songs of Zion 
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do much to revive the spirits of those who may indulge in unpleasant fore. 
bodings of sea-sickness, and such, no doubt, appreciate them highly. About 
7-50 p.m. we met and passed the Hiruria, which left New York vn the. 10th 
inst, 

April 18th, 11-15 a.m. The wind still e and e captain | 
informed me that he expected to reach Queenstown about 2 p.m. There is 
very little sea-sickness on board; all are in good spirits, so far as I know. 
The ship’s company is large, and outside of our company there are many rough 
looking people. We have the captain’s permission to hold a meeting to-day 
in the steerage. There is no regular service on board to-day.” an 


InzLanD.—Elder William Butler, who was recently end to the Trish 
Mission, writes us from Hollyfurth, Wexford Co., on the 19th inst, that he has 
been well received by his friends there whom he is visiting, but has already 
experienced some opposition from the priests, and he does not find — 0 
are seeking for the truth. 

BRIS TOL. — President John L Hart, in a letter dated April 20, 1886, thus 
writes of matters in the Bristol Conference: 

At our meeting last Sunday we had a visit from some of the anti- Mor- 
mons,’ They came in the afternoon, about 400 strong, and whooped and 
yelled outside our meeting- house, and some came in and began their insults by 
interrupting our meeting so much we could not be heard. We had three 
police constables, but they were powerless against so many, and we dismissed 
the meeting. We manuged to get the ring-leader’s name, and we met again 
in the evening. The police were there again and did their duty nobly and, I 
must say, they are a credit to old England and the city of Bristol. Toney © 
kept good order in the evening, so that we had a good meeting and a good 
turn-out of the people. No one was injured in the fuss in the afternoon. 
We have put the case into the hands of a solicitor and got out a summons 
against the one that commenced the disturbance. The case will come off one 
week from next Friday. We felt this was the best course to pursue. Last 
summer the brethren went to a great deal of expense in paying police officers 
to protect them, and as the same parties have commenced their work again 
we feel like giving them a broadside from some other direction, if possible, 
to bring them to their senses. We are happy to say all is well, so far as the 
Work of the Lord is concerned, and we have good prospects before us for our 
future labors. There are many in different parts of this Conference inquiring 
into the principles of the Gospel. We have baptized six nee. are going to 
baptize two more next Sunday, if all is well.” 


have received from Elder N ephi: . 
Schofield the Minutes of the Conference held in Cleveland Assembly Rooms, 
Manchester, on Sunday, April 11,1886. President Daniel H. Wells and Elder 
Edward Stevenson were present, together with nineteen other Utah Elders. 
The morning meeting convened at 10-30 a.m. and was principally occupied: by 
reports from Elders William Price, Edwin T. Woolley and W. C. B. Orrock, 
Traveling Elders in the Leek, Bury-Oldham and Moorside-Bolton Districts 
respectively, who gave an encouraging account of their labors and prospects 
vightorn in his District last Con- 


04," 
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ference, with a good prospect for six more in a short time Elder Woolley 
then read the Statistical and Financial reports of the Conference, which were 
unanimously received and approved. He also presented the General and 
local Authorities of the Church; who were sustained by unanimous vote. 

“The afternoon meeting convened at 2 p.m. and was addressed by Elder 
Stevenson and President Wells. The subjects treated upon were the unpopu- 
larity of the Gospel in all ages of the world, and the fulfillment of prophecy 
in the establishment of God’s kingdom in the last days aud in the history of 
the Latter-day. Saints. 

The evening meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. and was addressed by 
Elders Henry Lunt, W. F. Rigby, Richard JL Nuttal, Robert S. Campbell, E. 
T. Woolley and President Wells. 

“The weather was very fine during Conference and five children were 
blessed by President Wells. There was a very good attendance all day, 
ony of the 40 890 and all had an enjoyable teast of spiritual — , 


THE BOOK OF MORMON, AND THE END OF THE E WORLD. 
BY ELDER L. F. MONCH. 
FROM PAGE 247]. 

month ot or three witnesses every word may be established.”—Matt. 

The religious sects in the days of | received that gift. And the reason is 
‘the Savior did not enjoy that gift. | obvious; those sects as we have al- 
Hence we read: Then certain of the 


Sori bes of the answered 
ing, “Master, we would see a sign.” 
xii: 38). Again: “The Phar- 
also with the Sadducees came 
— tem mating him desired him that 
He woul show them a sign from hea- | 
ven. (Matt. xvi: 1). Among them 
signs and wonders were as little knowu 
as they are to-day. The conclusion, 
4 8 is, that these sects, elders, 
high priests ‘and their followers be- 
lieved and worshiped a God as the 
various religious sects and denomina- 
tions do to-day, but that they denied 
His power, i. 4 dreams, visions, 
casting out de 
— — sick, as — 
deny those gifta, 
they ve been done and 
del no more His 
. of acceptable worship unto Him by 
- 1 the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
which leads into all truth and shows 


proven, either did not comply 
E the law of baptism, or else de- 
viated from the proper established 
form as revealed from heaven; in 
which condition our sects and denom- 
inations also find themselves in to-day. 
Rg are other ordinances such 
the sacrament, 1 with 


oil, the washing of feet, e but 


as it would continue this 

too long, we will pass by them and 
take up the — of the Church 
ther, aud establis y His Son, our 
Lord und Suvior, and His Apostles. : 
the New Testament 
renege oe find that the Church of 

was a regularly organ- 
body: of officers and —— 


holo certain k and 


one of were besto 


— b 
the members of the Charch, 


— one in his respective — 
and calling. 

It is now our intention to give a 
careful review of this tion, 
|} commencing with the 


and con- 


7 


ts 
things to come, thus actually in addi 
tion to the befure- mentioned 
making prophets of those who hac 


tinning to the least or lay member. 
This we consider absolutely necessary 
for two reasons; first to show the 
contrast between the true Church and 
the then opposing sects or churches, 
in order to enable us to find a key by 
which we can test the present sects or 
religious denominations ; and secondly 
for the true pattern with which to 
compare the “everlasting ge 
which this angel is to bring from 
heaven in the last days, so that we 
may not be deceived. 
APOSTLE AND HIGH PRIEST. 

Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews, 
writes, “Wherefore, holy brethren, par- 
takers of the heavenly calling, consider 
the Apostle and High Priest of our pro- | 
fession, Christ Jesus ; who was faith- 
ful to him that appointed him; as 
also Moses was faithful in all his 
house; and farther on * says: 
“And no man taketh this bonor 
unto himself, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron. So also Christ 
1255 not himself to be made an 

FE but be that said unto 

him, Thou art my Son, to-day have T I 
begotten thee. As he sait 
another place, Thou art a 
for ever after the order of Melchisden 
(Hebrews, iii: 1, 2, and v, 4, 6, 6.) 
According to Paubs testimony, 
as above quoted, the first officer 
of this grand organisation was 

called Apostle and High Priest,” 
and further that our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ was, in — 
dispensation, the first personage who | 
occupied this pla sed that this 
name and nsible position was 
given to him by our Father in hea- 
ven. 


— 


TWELVE APOSTLES. 
With respeet to this organization, 
we read: “And it — to pass 
those days that he (Jesus) went . 
into a mountain to pray, a 


it was day, he called unto him bis 
disciples: and of them he chose 
twelve whom aleo be named a 
tles. (St. Luke, vi: 18, 13). 

1%th chapter of John throws 

more light upon this subject, — 
us from what source this selection 


had come. The whole chapter should | two 


be carefully read, as it is nearly all 
- devoted to an earnest prayer and sup- 


— ven. 
all night in prayer to God. And when | 
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plication in behalf of these twelve 
men. We will on 125 one aa we 
verses : “ Holy Father kee 


thine own name those w . renee 
hast given me, that they may be one 
as we are. ile I was with them 
in the world, I kept them 3 
name: those that tho NN 

have kept, and none of them is “Tost, 
but the son of perdition; that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. 1 (11, 
These passages show us that this 
second order of the Priesthood was 
like the first, established by our Fa. | 
ther in heaven thr His Son 
Jesus Christ. 

Now in view of the faet that some 
divines claim that this. organization, 
the quorum of the Twelve, had only 
an existence in the time of the Savior, 
and Ghat it subsequently ceased to be 

the true organization of the 
Opera, of Jesus Christ, let us pursue 
this subject a little further, and see 
if this is a correct conclusion. 

—— the death of the Savior, he 

red to His disciples, the Twelv 
in is resurrected body and inf ormed 
them, All power is given me in 
heaven and in earth”; and in 
his Acts of the Apostles, i: 1, 2 says: 
The former treatise have I — 
Theophilus, of all that Jes 
began to do and teach, until the day 
taken up, r that 
he through the Holy Ghost, had 
given commandments unto the 2 
tles whom he — chosen. is 


n erefora, 
the the 3 and 
Ghost,’ and 
what the les afterward 
did in continuin work of organ- 
ization would be —— authority. 
thing was tha e Apostles 
ter our Savior had ascended to lee- 


Further on in the same 4 be- 
ref told that the 
eleven met rin an upper room, 
for the purpose electing a new 
e disciple in place of who, 
through . 
leaving the quorum imporfoot. Af 
ter — are told, they. 


who was 
— — ustus, and hias, from 


which the selection was to be made 
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— 
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forth their lote ; and the lot fel 


upon Matthias; and he was numbered 


with the eleven apostles.” Acts, lst 


From this it appears that the first 
act necessary after the ascension of 
the Savior was to restore this quorum 
to its original number; and that it 
— number 
that compused body, for we are 
told that they presented two to the 
Lord, from which the selection was to 

be made; they themselves considered 
them both worthy of this position, or 
else they would not have nted 
them both, and henee had their feel- 
ings been consulted they would un- 
doubtedly have taken them both upon 
the principle that in the multitude of 
counsel there is safety; but when they 
called upon the Lord to show “ which 
of the two thou hast chosen, the 
lot fell upon Matthias ; it was again 
a quorum of twelve Apostles. 

the 12th chapter, 2d verse, we 
read of the death of another Apos- 
tle, James the brother of — be- 
headed, as we are informed, by 

Herod, leaving again eleven as in 
the case of J m He , But, in Galatians, 


Ist chapter, Paul tells us of a new, 


Apostle, chosen undoubtedly to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of James, the brother of John. 
‘But, says an objector, this organiza- 
tion was simply kept up as Jong as 
there were eye witnesses of the min- 
istry, sufferings, death and resurrec- 
tion of our Savior; and after those 
men passed away this organization 
was no longer necessary. We would 
ask such men what of Paul who every- 
where stylen himself an 
he confessed: he never saw the 


and | the di 


an eye 


Lord, | witness, others could also be called 


time, had not the church been driven 


into the wilderness” 


The next organization instituted 
by the Savior was a quorum of seven- 
ties, and from the nature of the 
remarks, we would infer that he or- 
— more than one quorum. 

heir duties appear to have been 


similar to those of the Twelve, vis: 


to preach the Gospel, with this excep- 
tion, the Twelve had unlimited au- 
thority to go and preach while the 
seventies were messengers sent to 
prepare the way; secondary, there- 
fore, as one would suppose, to the 
Twelve. The short historical sketch 
of this body of men reads as follows: 
After these things the Lord ap- 
pointed other seventy also, and sent 


them two and two before his face into 


every city and place, whither he 
‘himself would come.” (St. Luke R: 1). 
Then follow the instructions which 
were similar to those given to the 
Twelve with the above mentioned ex- 
When the Savior passed from this 
world He did not take with Him the 
keys and authority to admiaister in 
the ordinances of the church, but He 
bestowed them upon Peter and the 
Twelve; hence we read: And I will 
give unto thee (Peter) the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and what- 
soever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven.” (Matt. xvi: 19). 
Of the Twelve, after His resurrec- 
tion, it is written : “ And when he had 
said this, he breathed’ on them, and 
saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost. Whose soever sins: ye 
seh retained. (John xx: 
is power was not given to 
the Seventies . as we can learn 
from the scriptares; and as all natural 
conclusions would teach us, if the 
keys which the Savior held were 
bestowed upon Peter and the Twelve, 
these men the Seventies, in all proba- 
the Siection of thls newly delegaied 
ion of this newly ‘delegates 
Of proselytimg 


power, for the work 
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A second prayer was then offers sith bain 
whieh reads as follows: Thon : 
which knowest the hearts of all men, | to fill vacancies, and the quoram | 
shew whether of these two thon hast | could have continued to the present 
chosen, that he may take part of this 
Judes by transgression fell, that he 
might go to his place“ In the 
next. verse we are told: And they 

was not an eye | 
witness "of dhe Saviors ministry, | 
an unto 
could: thus de added ‘to 
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did not cease, but if anything assumed 
bruader fields for it now went to the 
Gentiles. And if the death of our 
Savior did not effect the disorganiza- 
tion of the Twelve, the Seventies in 
like manner continued in their sphere, 
and if anything perhaps receiv 
additional impetus in their labors, 
and thus the work still rolled on. 
Of this organization or order of 
the Priesthood, we read in the Acts 
of the Apostles, xiv : 23, as follows: 
% And when they had ordained them 
elders in every church, and had prayed 
with fasting, they commended them 
to the Lord on whom they believed.” 
And Peter in his Ist Epistle v: 1, 2, 3, 
explains the duties of these men ; he 
says: “The elders which are among 
you, I exhort, who am also an elder 
and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partakerof the glory 
that shall be revealed : feed the floc 
of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind; neither as being 
Lords over God’s heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock.” Their duties 
therefore were different to those of 
the Apostles and Seventies; while 
these were compelled to be traveling 
about, having no sure abiding place 
as Paul informs us, the elders were 
to feed the flock and take the over- 
sight thereof; in other words they 
were located wherever there were 
branches of the church, taking the 
oversight thereof and teaching the 
ple, but not for money as Peter 
ere pointedly ol acrves, | 


BISHOPS. 

Paul begins his epistle to the Philip- 
Pians as follows: Paul and Timo- 
theus, the servants of Christ Jesus, 
which are at Philippi with the bishops 
and deacons.” Again to Timothy he 
writes: “This isa true saying: If 
a man desire the office of a bishop, he 
desireth a good work.” And in his 
epistle to Titus he «xpluins the duties 
of this office: “For a bishop. must 
blameless, as the steward of God; 
not self-willed, not soon angry, not 
given to wine, no striker, not given to 
Ithy lucre.” (i: 7). A steward, ac- 
cording to the common acceptance of 
the term, is an officer who has charge 
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of, or is a man of a business: for 
another party. A “steward of God,” 
therefore is an agent of God, or one 
who attends to the temporal matters 
of His kingdom. And this shows a 
most beautiful and complete organi- 
zation, proving: that our Father in 
heaven, not only provided for the 
spiritual welfare of the Church, but 
for the temporal. and hence he 
provided this officer for this duty. 
| | CW. 
As will be observed in the first two 
quotations of the preceding para- 
graph, the deacon is immediately 
connected with the bishop; and ac- 
cording to the writings of Paul, this 
was no mean or ignoble position ; he 
says: Likewise must the deacons be 
grave, not double-tungued, not 1 
to much wine, not greedy. of fllt 
lucre. Holding the mystery of fai 
in a good conscience, And let these 
also first be proved; then let them 
use the office uf a deacon, being found 
blameless,” (Ist Tim, iii, 8,12). As 
we have proven the office of a bishop 
to be that of a steward, and as the 
deacons are at least in two 1 
mentioned in connection with the 
bishops, and also as their qualifica- 
tions are similarly described, it is pre- 
sumable that their duties were to labor 
with these officers in the discharge of 
their temporal duties in the kingdom, 
and as also we would infer from their 
names and as the world has generally 
defined their calling. 


We read in Acts xiii: 1: “Now 
there were in the church that was at 
Antioch certain prophets and teach- 
ers; a8 Barnabas, and Simeon that 
was Culled Niger, and Lucius of Cy- 
rene, und Mansxen, which been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul.” As the teachers and 
the prophets are here mentioned 
together, it is difficult to tell what 
the. particular duties. of these men 
were; but from the nature of the 
name they’ had something to do with 
teaching the people, but in what par- 
ticular capacity or sphere the Bible 
fails to tell us. The tern 
is also mentioned in a number. of 
3 but like the teachers with no 
urther definition; the two orders 


— 
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were associated together in the — Obrist; hence we read of the four 
incident. evangelists—Matthew, Mark, Luke 
an 
John, the * sbeaks also of | The organization, therefore, of 
this order in a number of places, but the church was beautiful and com- 
as in the case of the teachers and plete, corresponding to the or — 
prophets, their duties are not defined. tion of the human bod 
- EVANGELISTS. | the organization of the dy is not 
These officers are mentioned in two | spiritual nor temporal alone, but a 
places, in one of which Paul some- dual being, composed of s irie and 
what vaguely, defines their duties, matter, so it appears our Father in 
He says: But watch thou in all heaven devised a plan similar in its 
things, endure afflictions, do the work | form, effect and operations to this 
of an evangelist; wade. full pratt of dual being which it is designed: to 
thy ministry.” (2 Ti 4, 5). Ac-| save; at thus the church of God 
cording’ to m peur’ finition — was complete and perfect in its or- 
evangelist is regarded as a writer ganization. _ 
of the history of our Lord Jesus 
dare [ro BE CONTINUED.] 


UTAH N EWS. 
00 
from Territorial Papers.) 


Tae Utah Journal says that times generally seem to be improving. 

Lucern fields in Mill Creek have been much injured during the past winter 
by field mice. 

Provo was expecting a big business boom in ene of the General 
Conference being held there. 

Burglaries have been common of late in —— . it is supposed, 
by a gang of transient marauders. 

The Salt Lake City sexton’s report for the month of March last man 1 

total of 45 deaths, eight of which were from diphtheria. 

Brother James Townsend, a well known and highly esteemed citizen of 
Utah, died in Salt Lake City on the 3rd inst., in the 80th year of his age. 
He was for a long time proprietor of the leading hotel in Salt Lake City. 

On the 29th ult. the remaining bonds of President George Q. Cannon were 
declared forfeited through his non- ‘appearance in court. It is expected that 
the forfeiture will be contested, owing to the excessive amount of the bonds. 
The Provo Manufacturing Company have declared a dividend of nearly 4 
per cent. on the last half year's business, besides carrying $5,000 surplus 
profits to the reserve funds. The woolen mills are doing a good — and 
their. products are steadily gaining in favor. 


There is in every maa a severe | censor of his manners; and he that reverences. thi, 
judge will seldom do anything of which he need repent. | 
are four. (1) He who knows not, and, knows not he knows not. He is a fool; shun him. 
(2) He who knows not, and knows he knows not. He is simple; teach him. (3) He who 
knows, and knows not he knows. | ‘Ho is: asleep; 2 (4) He who knows, and 
knows he knows. He is wise; folowhim.” — 
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